Prince of Peace Catholic Community Helping Hands Ministry Meeting Notes

Date: September 8, 2025, 6:30 p.m., St. Jude Room

Attendees:  Tammy Carley, Mary Eckert, Chad Fameree, Carol Fredrickson, Rose Jensen, Donna Kapinos, Mary Kollross, Emily Koslowski, Angie Lamack, Lori Lessmiller, Vicki Sachs, Mary Simons, Karen Skaletski, Tracy Smits and Debbie Tilot

Excused:  Becky Collar and Dawn Konop

After our Opening Prayer and introduction of new members, Rose Jensen and Tracy Smits, we commenced to our business at hand.     

Event/Activity Updates					

Garden of Goodness – With our approval, requested from the Building and Grounds Committee, the Garden of Goodness will be dismantled with materials distributed to parish members.  The Garden was a great project serving many families at Paul’s Pantry.  We will continue to have a table set up in the entry for community members to share the goodness of their gardens.  	

August Preble Hive Back to School Collection – We had another very success year for the students at Preble High School.  Four SUVs were used to deliver the items just in time for the start of a new year.  There was a large number of backpacks with many of them being filled with school supplies.	
		
August Blood Drive – We had another well attended blood drive with a collection of 47 units.  The next drives are October 21and December 16.  Tracy Smits, Lori Lessmiller, Karen Skaletski, Carol Fredrickson along with myself, will work the drives.   								
New Shelter Meal – The August meal served 180 meals to members of the Green Bay community.  The next meal and our last for 2025 is scheduled for November 30 as we serve on the fifth Sunday of the month.
	
House of Hope Collection – This is our next scheduled collection with Emily Koslowski and Donna Kapinos in the lead.  The collection will begin on October 11 with a closing date of October 26. 
 						
Advent by Candlelight – This well attended women’s event will be returning to Prince of Peace Church lead by Tammy Carley, Angie Lamack and Becky Collar.  We discussed having a new program this year beginning in church with music and a speaker, followed by a dessert and coffee social hour.  The consensus was to keep costs in line by not funding a local non-profit as we are already serving an abundance (20) of organizations throughout the year. Tammy Carley will be contacting a parish member, Tracy Rabas, to determine if her Preble High School Culinary Class could cater the event.  The date, depending on church and room availability, is December 2 with December 1 as a backup.   If we decide to fund a local non-profit, there was some discussion to consider Wellspring which is associated with St. John’s Ministries and is a daytime resource center for women.  Our understanding is they have applied for a permit(s) to  expand their days/hours of operation.    

Thanksgiving Collection – Chad Fameree is our go-to person on this event which is scheduled to run from November 8 through the 22nd.  He will be in contact with Derek Ellerman on availability and to complete the event forms.  We have been approached by parish member, Ron Bos, a volunteer at Neighbors Feeding Neighbors to see if it’s possible to share the collection.  Since we already do much for Paul’s Pantry, it might be a welcoming idea to share the joy.  Chad will contact John Ireland, the director, to determine how much they need and if they are available to pick up.   

Christmas Giving Tree – We will use our meeting time on November 10 to set up the tree with the collection beginning November 15 through December 7.   Everyone on the Helping Hands Ministry is invited to help.  In the event we have some urgent issues to attend to, we can have a discussion then or through email.  We can talk more about this at our October meeting.  These are the following organizations with leaders.  NEW Community Shelter-Dawn Konop, Denmark Community Cupboard-Mary Kollross, Bayshore-Carol Fredrickson, McKinney-Vento-Vicki Sachs, Preble Hive-Mary Eckert, St. Johns Ministry-Emily Heeler and Odd Fellows/Rebekah House, Laundry Love and Foster the Village-Mary Kollross.  Tracy Smits will provide a mailbox for gift cards.  We are encouraged to sort items after each mass in order to keep the area somewhat organized. Depending on space, we can use the west wall of the social hall for items as they are returned.  

Parish Council Representative – Emily Heeler is stepping down at our representative to Parish Council and Tracy Smits has agreed to take her place.  Mary Kollross will contact Emily.  

Future Minutes – Our ministry member and minute taker, Becky Collar, has a conflict with our meeting dates but remains on the committee.  Mary Simons has stepped up to take Becky’s place.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:20 with prayer

Respectfully submitted by Mary Kollross




								

