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Minutes for the Pastoral Council Meeting 
 
October 22, 2015 @ 6:30 pm 
 
Members present:  Fr Dan Vertiel, Tim Decker, Mike Saharsky, Deb Bos, Susan Rosek, 
Anne Counard, Pat DeGroot, Mike Martin, Dick Rosin 

Opening Prayer: Anne Counard & Tim Decker 

Approval of minutes from last meeting:  Approved, with no changes. 

Agenda items to be added to the meeting: 

 Annual Report   - Fr V. & Mike to discuss 

 Role of Parish Council and purpose; coordination?  Tabled for next meeting with note 

that the Diocesan Guidelines should match POP’s Parish Council Constitution.    

  Discuss “Feed the Church” proposal by Finance; see Old Business, paragraph 3, 

below. 

Old Business: 

Fill secretary position: Filled by Susan Rosek 

 Disciples –Ignite the Future: Distribution of “Rediscover Jesus,” authored by 

Matthew Kelly was well received at all masses on October 17 and 18.  Over 700 

books were shared and additional books will be kept in the gathering space for 

others, not present at mass that weekend.   

 Commitment and active parish membership:  Even though the diocese puts a 

monetary value on parish membership, a better measurement may be grace through 

service, gratitude in worship, personal growth through support of church and local 

community, and financial generosity from the heart versus pride.  A commitment 

card will be distributed before Christmas asking parishioners to “commit” to Prince 

of Peace in their own way.  More to come on this subject.    

 Building Fund: A concern was raised in regard to the balance in the Building Fund.  

Note was made that the 2014-15 budget became all-encompassing (i.e., including 

the Building Fund balance) and therefore, if weekly/monthly financial needs are 

met the Building Fund balance will resolve itself.  Encouraging “true” discipleship in 

parish members: giving with charity of the heart from gratitude, will meet current 
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and future needs.  Discipleship is more than financial, citing the 4 “G’s” of grace, 

gratitude, growth and generosity.  The Finance liaison suggested parishioners be 

reminded to view the budget weekly and know the seriousness of (red) numbers.  

After discussion of a potential “Feed the Church” initiative, a suggestion for a 

quarterly “For Our Needs” collection be executed instead.  This idea will be brought 

back to the Finance Council for action.  

 Pastor Installation: Fr V.’s installation is scheduled for December 20, 2015 at the 

10:00 am mass.   

New Business 

Annual Report: The goal for next year’s annual report is to include discipleship actions 

and accomplishments supported by assessment data, in addition to the financial state of 

the church.   

Master Calendar: Another goal for next year is to create a Master Calendar to alleviate 

conflict and confusion when scheduling hall events.  Pat DeGroot and Kathy Tilot complied 

a guide, “How to Promote our Event” which will further assist event planners.   

Note to Committees:  If your meetings/events are not showing up in the Sunday bulletin, please report 

every meeting to the office so they can be included.  

Prayer:  How do we pray?  Committees should examine the question, “How can we teach 

our people to pray,” and consider submitting prayers for a “recipe book of prayers” to be 

published and shared.  Prayers can be accompanied by stories re: how prayers were used. 

Committees should also consider who to best to handle this initiative.   

NOTE:  December 8 is Divine Mercy Sunday 

Focus on younger families and singles:  Committees are charged with developing ideas on 

how to better serve and include these groups; which includes our many widows and 

widowers.     

Focus on Ministry:  As we are called to be disciples, are not our committee members called 

to minister?  As ministers, we should always look to invite new parishioners to participate.  

Everyone has gifts to share but are usually hesitant until asked.  Remember to reach out to 

ALL parishioners, going outside of your comfort zone.  Events are being held and planned 

to start these “ministry” conversations.  Volunteer to take part. 

Member orientation Sunday October 25 after 10 am mass:  This will be a sit down 

(tour) of the sanctuary with a Q & A session hosted by Fr V.  The concept behind the idea is 

to provide new members more than what they expect when joining the parish.  They 
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should feel enlivened, included and important as new brothers and sisters of the POP 

community.  In conjunction with that initiative, Mike is exploring the possibility of bringing 

Matthew Kelly, author of “Rediscover Jesus” to POP in 2017.  Mr. Kelly also promotes 

Dynamic Catholics.com and speaks about the four signs of a dynamic catholic in his 

presentation.  There is no cost to the parish, but instead a nominal attendance fee is 

charged attendees.  Committees should discuss/suggest if January, February or March, is the 

best month to bring Mr. Kelly on campus. 

Reports from Pastoral Council Committee Liaisons: 

In an attempt to streamline the Pastoral Council meetings, Committee Reports were sent in 

advance, with the agenda, for review.  After reading the same, comments, additions, 

required actions, if any, were requested.  None were presented.  

Action Items: 

See above in italics/blue print. 

AND 

1. Check to see if your committee and sub-committees submitted the information  
that Kathy requested for the Annual Report. If not done, please do so ASAP.  
 

2. Provide the office with a schedule of your meetings from now until the end of 
2016 so they can be included in the bulletin.  Please check the calendar for 
conflicts before finalizing.  Master Calendar is forthcoming.   

 
3. Please email Mike Saharsky your committee and sub-committees reports by 

November 20th.  

Next Meeting     

November 24, 2015 at 6:30 pm in the Conference room.  

Closing Prayer  

Adjournment: 8:40 pm 

 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Minutes complied by Susan Rosek 

Secretary, Parish Council 

10-31-2015 

 


