
 
Prince of Peace Parish Community  
Parish Council Meeting 
October 22, 2020 @ 6:30 p.m.     
 
Parish Council Members: Deacon Jeff Prickette – Parish Administrator, Bernie Lotto – Secretary 

Trustee, Donell Bonetti – Co-Chairman, Sara Shefchik – Co-Chairman, Susan Rosek – Secretary, 

Becky Krueger – Discipleship, Emily Myrda – Justice & Human Concerns, Dick Rosin – Pastoral 

Care, Barb Rueckl – Worship, Jenny Vanden Langenberg – Education, Deb Bos  – Youth, Young 

Adults, Families – member at large, Betsy Pfantz-Hokamp – member at large   

Absent:  Phyllis John – Welcoming Committee 

Members needed: 
Community Life Rep (to replace Theresa Williams) 
 
Opening Prayer:  Deacon Jeff said a special prayer for the feast day of Saint John Paul II. 
 
September’s Meeting Minutes were approved via Flock Notes and posted online. 
 
The meeting began with Council member introductions for the benefit of all.     

  
Committee Reports:  
Comments/Questions only; reports are to be read by all Parish Council members prior to the 
meeting.  
 

✓ Reminder to all committees to provide “approved” monthly minutes to Kathy Pelnar 
and Red Hickey for publishing on the POP web site.   
Send minutes to kpelnar@popgb.org and web@POPgb.org  

 
Mission planning  
The meeting was dedicated to the five mission planning goals. 
 
NOTE: In 2013, Pope Francis wrote an apostolic exhortation entitled, “Evangelli Gaudium” or “The 
Joy of the Gospel.”  This document urged the entire church to “embark on a new chapter of 
evangelism.”  It stated that the Church must understand itself as “a community of missionary 
disciples who are permanently in a state of mission” to bring others to Jesus Christ.  The 
document, “Evangelli Gaudium” inspired the “Directory of Catechesis,” written by the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  The Diocese presented a webinar regarding this Directory.  
The Parish Council viewed parts of the webinar presented by Julianne Stanz and Joe Tremblay. 
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✓ Julianne Stanz, Director of Parish Life and Evangelization, referenced the need for adults to 
be educated in their faith so they can teach it.  They need food for the soul and spirit. 

 
✓ Joe Tremblay, Parish Evangelization Director, stated Catholics are good at teaching the 

theology and the roots of the faith, but to evangelize they need to back track.  Alpha was a 
start but there is a need to go back further, to pre-evangelization which deals with basic 
human needs.  Due to Covid, many people are struggling.  How is the Church meeting their 
needs? 
 

Review the 5 goals: 
1. Create more welcoming and hospitable space for Religious Education. 
2. Increase engagement of young adults by 10 more participants/leaders per year. 
3. Increase stewardship to 60% of members or more contributing to parish.  
4. Offer evangelization (conversion) opportunities throughout the year. 
5. Engage more parishioners in experiencing God’s love through community service. 

 
Brainstorming began on how to use the ”Evangelli Gaudium” concepts and work them into our five 
mission planning goals.   
 
Comments for consideration: 

➢ Adding on to church to allow room for RE and other activities to bring people together. 
➢ Get people from the community here, to meet their needs and then faith will follow.  
➢ Main goal – draw people in.  Capitalize on “fringe” people; maybe start there.   
➢ Simply ask – do not wait for people to volunteer.   
➢ Do survey in place of a sermon to determine interests (after Covid) and what do people 

need from their church. 
➢ Once survey is done it is particularly important to follow through and do something with 

the information gathered; fulfill the needs expressed. 
➢ Make people feel needed.   
➢ Importance of personal connection; personal relationships; personal invitation works best. 
➢ Becoming invested moves people to have a heart for giving; so much more important than 

feeling pressured to give.   
➢ Establish interest groups by ages and stick with programs long term.  Once established 

slowly bring faith into the programs. 
➢ Potential programs: 

✓ Virtual game nights 
✓ Hunter’s groups 
✓ Aging gracefully 
✓ Outdoor movies 
✓ Virtual listening groups; chat rooms; age specific 
✓ Marriage/Family issues 
✓ Motivational Speakers on real life topics 
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➢ Importance of showing students they are missed at RE.  Determine how much and length of 
outreach. 

➢ Recognize parishioners’ gifts and talents; draw on that.  Need for a secure database of 
information on parishioners. 

➢ Church support has and will always be an issue especially now in an environment where 
people are losing their jobs and businesses. 

➢ Continue to encourage ACH and Faith Direct sign up; emphasize even small contributions 
are important and can be significant. 

➢ The Diocese considers a “member” someone who contributes at least $100 per year. 
➢ Continue to find ways to connect.  

 
Next meeting: 
Determine common thread; review brainstorming comments and come with well thought out 
plans to present for next steps. 
 
Note:  Deacon Jeff announced new POP Logo wear will be available for viewing in the gathering 
space; Christmas gift ideas? 

 
Closing Prayer:  AMEN! 
 
Meeting adjourned:  8:10 pm 
 
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, November 24, 2020 @ 6:30 pm due to Thanksgiving 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by 
Susan M Rosek,  
Secretary, Parish Council 
 


