
Family and Youth Initiatives Meeting Minutes

September 13, 2022 5:30 p.m.

Present: Kari Mathys, Jenny VandenLangenberg, Donell Bonetti, Neil Saindon, Theresa
Williams, Doug Wichman, Deacon Jeff, Mitch Peterson

Minutes from the last meeting (8/2/2022) were approved via Flocknote and have
been posted to the parish website.

1. RE update
● Theresa provided a report/update in advance of the meeting, see below.
● Theresa is asking the FYI committee members to help with events coming up in

October, the Pet Blessing and Pumpkin Carving. Our committee will help with
these events and documents will be created to help streamline tasks.

2. Youth & Young Adult  Update
● Neil provided a report/update in advance of the meeting, see attached.
● Neil will reach out to past Confirmation students to send cards from POP. Cathy

Sendelbach will help make and send them out. We need a person to help gather
mailing info, make cards, and send out. Mitch volunteered to help with this.

● Game Nights are planned for September and October at the Parish Center. Our
Game Night and Young Adult events will soon start to combine with other
parishes' Young Adult groups. The majority of people who attend the Young Adult
Nights are from other parishes and willing to go to events at a variety of parishes.
It makes sense to start combining events resulting in more people and
participation.

● Babysitting Ministry: We’d like to still offer babysitting at events but the
babysitting ministry has not come to fruition. For now, Neil will not advertise
babysitting for our Game Nights.

3. FYI Committee Events & Ideas

● Camp Tekawitha - POP Family Retreat-August 27th Recap - Jenny & Kari. There
were a total of 42 people in attendance. Total cost was $922 for the group. The
kids and families enjoyed the day and various activities. Rain limited some of
what we could do outside, but our group still had fun. Next year, we’d likely
promote one of the several Family Days that Camp Tekawitha offers and have
POP join one of those, rather than host our own.

● Operation Christmas Child -  Jenny is working on securing a leader for this
project who will determine the extent of which the project will be incorporated into



the parish.  We are thinking that Confirmation students would be involved as a
service project, with the potential of using some of the Children’s Collection funds
to ship the boxes or purchase supplies. More details to come, once a leader has
committed to the project.
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/

● Breakfast in Bethlehem/Magi Market on December 11th after 10:00 Mass
○ Jenny is brainstorming ideas for content & crafts
○ New Liturgical Year Theme is Waiting in Hope
○ Jenny will contact Gary Hermans about making breakfast with the KOC.
○ Kari will continue to be the lead for the Magi Market

● Feed My Starving Children MobilePack April 2023 update - New leaders needed.
We also need a new chairperson for the Spring Auction (auction proceeds may
fund the FMSC event).  The Finance Council will be meeting this week to confirm
or deny the Spring Auction funds to secure the FMSC event.

Next Meeting: October 18th, 5:30

Faith Formation/Religious Education Report to FYI

September 13, 2022
1. REGISTRATIONS - Registration for the 2022-2023 year to date are at 224 students.

Registration continues to be open through Faith Direct with links to it from our Prince

of Peace website. We are still getting calls and new registrations for interested families.

2. THE 2022-2023 RE YEAR HAS BEGUN - The parent meeting for grades 1-10 was

August 17th.  It was well attended. Catechist In-Service was August 24. We will make a

few changes to this as a separate time for core teams would have worked better. Classes

began September 7th for grades 1-9. Things went very well. We began each time period

with everyone in church. Deacon Jeff led a prayer and we dismissed by grades.

3. EMPOWER/LIFETEEN TRAINING - The Empower/LifeTeen Core Team Training

was this past Saturday, September 10, from 9-4 at St. Raphael Parish in Oshkosh. We had

7 people go from Prince of Peace. It was informative and energizing for those that went.

I took notes from the training and sent a summary to all core team members from

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/


grades 6 on up. One suggestion was to create goals and an action plan. It suggested

creating a ministry action plan (MAP). We began work on this. We made a list of what

we do well. Then we made a list of what we need to focus on and will create action steps

for what we need to do. We will continue this planning at future in-services.

4. UPCOMING DATES

September 14 RE Classes (4:15, 5:30, 7:00)

September 17-18 Catechetical Sunday/Catechist Blessing

September 21 RE Classes (4:15, 5:30, 7:00)

September 28 Together in Faith (Magnify: Praying the Hail Mary) 6:00-7:15pm

October 5 RE Classes (4:15, 5:30, 7:00)

October 9 2nd Grade Parents Sacramental Meeting 11-12

October 12 RE Classes (4:15, 5:30, 7:00)

October 19 RE Classes (4:15, 5:30, 7:00)

October 26 RE Classes (4:15, 5:30, 7:00)

5. DISCUSS FAMILY EVENTS FOR ALL PARISH FAMILIES – There are many events

that are not exclusively for Religious Education students, such as the Backpack Blessing

(August 27-28), St. Francis Pet Blessing (October 8), Plant with POP (summer), Pumpkin

Carving (Oct), etc. My suggestion would be for the FYI Committee to head these

activities as they are for all parish families similar to Breakfast in Bethlehem. We would

continue to help with these, but if FYI could do the organizing of some or all of these,

this would help.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries Report to FYI



September 13, 2022

1. CONFIRMATION – As of this writing, we have 33 Students registered for Confirmation
in Nov. And 22 10th graders registered and entering the new format of Sunday night in our
new 3 semester program. The first class was a little disjointed and didn’t follow the plan, as
I failed to make proper adjustments for the Blessed Virgin’s Birthday celebration, and we
lost nearly 35 minutes to “Cake.” It should also be noted that the mentality of the average
Sunday student is very different from the Wednesday students so it will take more time to
build relationships. However, I do believe that both the students and the Core Team
appreciate the nuances of the new program, even if they were not implemented as I had
hoped. A work in progress.

2. CONFIRMATION TUTORING – I was able to reconnect with 3 students that did not
confirm last year, and we came up with a private tutoring plan to get them ready for the
sacrament so they could attend this year’s liturgy. I’ve been meeting with them
Bi-weekly.

3. THE 2022-2023 RE YEAR HAS BEGUN – The first sessions of LifeTeen and Edge
were very well received by the students. The 6th grade classes are small and in two
sessions so that is very manageable. Last year’s discipline issues do not seem to be a
problem for 6th this year. 7th, 8th, and 9th grade went very well, and the program already
appears to have achieved the intended result. There is still some work to do with the
core team and their technique, but on the whole, I believe LifeTeen is already bearing
fruit.

4. YOUNG ADULT – I am hesitant to label last year’s game nights as a success, despite
the generally well attended events. I’m not entirely sure that game night is the way to
go. In the recent absence of a Diocesan Young Adult Coordinator, I have gotten in touch
with as many of the YA people at other parishes close by as I am able and we’ve begun to
meet to discuss multi-parish events held offsite and designed to create a “Green Bay, De
Pere, Fox Valley, Lakeshore” presence. It has been noted that the YA community is not
“parish based.” They are not concerned with their community all belonging to one
parish and so they travel furthermore readily, are willing to attend many different kinds
of events, and seek primarily community over faith-based activities. Having been
married 15 years already at the age of 37, I drastically underestimated the importance
of “Spouse Hunting” events such as dances, hikes, and mixers. While I believe it may
limit the number of events, I am able to host, I expect to throw a wider net and catch
more fish per event and connect the Young Adults to each other OUTSIDE of their home
parish.



5. YOUTH GROUP- Gathering indoors now, for fall. Twice per month on Thursday
evenings. Currently have 2 main Volunteers, would like a few more so that I do not need
to be present at every meeting, but also so that I can get into the RCIA classes as I’m
meant to which are on the same days.

6. CONNECT GROUPS- Men’s, Women’s, Distance

The Bonfires were kind of a bust in terms of attendance, but those that came were very
positive. Consider other events-Game show nights, etc. Groups continue to meet weekly and
are independently run by Volunteers. The Distance group has a volunteer already in Cathy
Sendelbach, to contact parents of kids that have left town (college, moved away, military,
etc) and send them little cards/notes to remind them that they are loved, missed, and that
whatever town they are in has “ABC parish and here are the Mass times and contact info.”
We need one more Volunteer and then they will begin the work. Cathy and I have already
planned this out, we just need the hands to make it happen.

1. RCIA- We have 2 Young Adults in RCIA, perhaps a third and fourth as well. I have
been assisting Deb in this regard since the relationship with myself, should benefit their
continued engagement with the Parish after RCIA.

2. UPCOMING DATES- Confirmation

Confirmation classes – Sept. 18th, Oct. 2nd, 16th, 23rd, 30th

Spiritus Confirmation Retreat Sept 25th

Shrine trip for Students (10th and 11th) Oct 9th- Buses booked, Speaker lined up at
Shrine.

Confirmation Practice and Liturgy- Nov 13th and 16th respectively.

3. UPCOMING DATES- Youth Group

Sept 15th, Sept 29th. Oct. 13th, Oct 27th.

4. UPCOMING DATES- Young Adult

Game Night Sept 23rd, Oct. 28th



Coordinated Event with St. Bernard, OLOL, and St. Pius- “Barn Dance” at OLOL Saturday
Oct. 29th.

5. HELP-

a). I need 2 volunteers to serve as Youth Group leaders along with the two I have now to
help plan activities, monitor the kids, handle snacks (I have the budget, just not the time
to shop), and perhaps even take over the Flocknote Group for communication purposes.

b). We need to redouble our efforts on the Babysitting ministry. We need a coordinator,
and then several willing sitters. At least 6 would be ideal. With one or two events per
month, 2 sitters at each event, that is one event every 2-3 months for the volunteers.

c). I would like 2 Volunteers to coordinate Young Adult events with. Game nights are
fine, but I don’t think that will cut it for very long. We need to create a long-term
calendar, manage different sorts of activities, and be able to manage
communications/promotions ourselves to save Red.

d). Single Volunteer to assist Cathy with the Distance Connect group activities.

Neil Saindon

Dir. Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Prince of Peace Catholic Community


