
 
 
Prince of Peace Catholic Community 
Parish Council Meeting 
August 27, 2020 
 
Parish Mission:  Prince of Peace is a welcoming and engaged Catholic community dedicated to spreading the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ through prayerful worship and sharing our gifts of charity, compassion, and service.    
  
Parish Council Members Present: Deacon Jeff Prickette – Parish Administrator, Bernie Lotto – Secretary 
Trustee, Donell Bonetti & Sara Shefchik – Co-Chairman, Dick Rosin – Pastoral Care, Becky Krueger – 
Discipleship, Theresa Williams – Community Life,  Jenny VandenLangenberg – Education Committee, Deb 
Bos– member-at-large – Youth, Young Adults, Families, Welcoming Committee - Phyllis John 
 
Absent: Susan Rosek – Secretary 
 
Members needed: another Member-At-Large, chair from Worship, chair from Justice & Human Concerns 
(replacing Sara) 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30pm 
 
Prayer led by Theresa Williams 
 
July Minutes:  The minutes were approved by email and placed on the POP Website.  
 
Deacon Jeff’s Report 

• Religious Ed: Decision was made to meet in person; no more than 50 kids at one time; KC’s are going 
to help sanitize between class times; Leah focuses on grades 1-6 and Amy focuses on grades 7-12--
otherwise they were facilitators for the entire program and just shared overall responsibilities.  

• More transparency (in the bulletin) regarding the budget.  Donations are about 10% down from last 
year.  Deacon is starting to look ahead at maintenance projects, since the building is 12 years 
old.  There will be some maintenance needed in the near future.   

• On the parish website, there’s a 90 second video showcasing the church. It will soon be set to 
music.  This way, the website is more welcoming. However, music license/copyright needs to be looked 
into; perhaps, an original piece can be composed (by teens or a choir member). 

• We have an upgraded video system (many thanks to Tim Decker).  We are working on ways to minister 
and evangelize to people via the video system. We have livestreamed funerals and weddings (and ask 
for a $100 donation) and posted videos online. Actually, because of Covid, we have moved forward 5 
years faster than we thought we would in this area.  

 
Welcoming Committee: Phyllis Johns 

• Once a month, the Welcoming Committee is in the Gathering Space. 
• Suggestions were discussed to further connect with new members: 

o An updated brochure 
o Post their pictures in a location at church (need to adhere to “permission to photograph” from 

the diocese) 
o Host a dinner 
o Welcoming/recognizing them at mass; maybe give them a welcoming gift; blessing at mass 

▪ As a side, for funerals, 4 follow up cards are sent for a year after the person’s death; this 
is done 3 times a year for marriages; Baptism--4x a year for 4 years. 
 

Education Committee 
• For the record, “education” seems to be a bit confusing. We primarily work with youth and families with 

religious ed.  
• The Mission Planning document may help to give the committee some direction, while working together 

and complementing some activities that are being hosted by other committees.  



• Gospel Time:  Jenny will talk with Leah about starting this again, maybe in October.    
• Jenny will talk with Amy about talking to the teens regarding current events; there’s a lot happening in 

society and not a guided outlet for teens, especially with school being mainly virtual. Is it possible to pull 
in families/parents too? 

 
Discipleship: 

• Fr. John Girotti coming on Sept. 28 to kick off the 3 part series 
• Packers vs. Vikings Tailgate get together on Sunday, Sept. 13 
• Planning a mini retreat for Advent for Nov. 8, 9, and 10.  

 
Community Life: 

• Nov. 14 is a potential Auction date; meeting next week to discuss details with Covid guidelines; we 
have lots of auction items from the event that was supposed to take place in the Spring; an online 
alternative may be considered 

 
Pastoral Care: 

• Typically, visits are made to Oak Park and Moraine Ridge--once a month mass; communion taken to 
both places (and to Aurora Hospital); these activities, along with home visits have been put on hold due 
to Covid 

• The committee also preps and assists at funerals 
• They send out birthday cards to those who are 75 and older 
• Basically, they reach out to the community--spiritual and companionship 
• After looking at the Mission Planning document, it was suggested that the committee thinks about 

alternative activities that support the goals of Pastoral Care, while adhering to the Covid restrictions 

 
Justice and Human Concerns: 

• Advent by Candlelight:  will probably be cancelled due to the nature of the event and Covid 
restrictions/guidelines; musicians and speakers have not been booked 

• It was suggested that the committee look at the goal of the event and generate some ideas for a new 
activity/event that fulfills the goals, while adhering to the Covid guidelines.  

 
Mission Planning:   

• Deacon Jeff will send out the completed plan (done in the parish and completed in January) to all of the 
Parish Council members. We will review it before our September meeting. We will also decide on a 
focus, so that when we meet, we will be able to discuss goals for each committee. 

• There will be a bit of a shift in thinking with Parish Council:  rather than having the committees report 
out at the Parish Council meetings, they will submit a brief summary of their activities, which will be 
included as part of the agenda.  During the Parish Council meetings, we will focus more on a vision and 
working together to complete the goals of the mission planning.  

 

Closing Prayer: Hail Mary led by Deacon Jeff; in special dedicated to those who are sick in our parish  

Meeting adjourned at 8:05pm 

Next meeting: Thursday, September 24 @ 6:30 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by 
Donell Bonetti, Co-Chair Parish Council 
August 25, 2020 
 


