
Family and Youth Initiatives Meeting Minutes 

October 18, 2021  

Members Present: Kari Mathys, Jenny VandenLangenberg, Doug Wichman, 

Donell Bonetti, Joan Huntoon, Amy Rouleau, Theresa Williams, Neil Saindon, 

Deacon Jeff 

Minutes from the last meeting (9/22/2021) were approved via Flocknote and 

have been posted to the parish website. 

1. RE and Committee Update:  

● Theresa’s Update- See full document attached separately. There was a 

safety concern about pick up time and kids running out to their parents. 

There will be more adult presence and communication to parents and 

students this week.  Together in Faith is November 17 from 6-7pm. 

Parents and older students will be in church for a presentation by Deacon 

Steve Meyer. For grades 1-5, the book “Danny Celebrates Advent” will be 

read, and there will be a short video and craft project. There will also be an 

activity for younger children so that the whole family can attend this 

evening. 

● Neil’s Update- See full document attached separately. The Confirmation 

students took a field trip to the Shrine.  A Game Night is planned for Oct. 

22. There are several people signed up and babysitting will be offered. 

There will be a parish pumpkin carving event on Oct. 23. Neil has 

donations of pumpkins, food, and beverages. He is also working on a 

youth service project to connect the youth and elderly of the parish. We 

talked about the eventual need for Neil to head a Young Adult Committee 

within the parish.  At this time, the FYI Committee will work with and 

support him in the initiatives targeting the young adults and families.  We 

will be recruiting more people to join our committee through the spotlight in 

November. 

● Gospel Time Update- We hope to recruit a few more leaders to implement 

this important initiative for the young families of our parish.   

  



2.  November FYI Committee Spotlight  

● The group talked about the tasks we need to work on to be ready for our 

November Committee Spotlight.  Jenny proposed an FYI Logo and 

supporting image with children by a cross.  The group approved. Mitch 

provided the statistic that 80% of people who leave the church do so by 

age 23.  This will also be used in the messaging. Jenny will finalize the 

bulletin/social media ads and provide the necessary information to Becky 

Krueger (Discipleship) and Deacon Jeff for announcements. She will also 

order a sign that will be displayed on November 14th Donut Sunday as 

well as at our upcoming events. Amy will put together the Bulletin Board for 

the Fellowship Hall. Donell will create an informational flyer/promo sheet. 

Doug created the talking points sheet to be used at the Masses on the 

weekend of Nov.13-14.  Doug will take the 4:30 Mass, Theresa 8:00, 

Jenny 10:00 and Donell 6:00.  The committee will work together 

throughout the next month utilizing the Google doc set up to keep us on 

track.  

3. Event Planning: Breakfast in Bethlehem at the Magi Market, December 

12. All plans are in motion for this event.  The book, “Over in the Stable” will be 

read and acted out by the kids (and possibly some adults) attending that day. 

Costumes from prior years can be used, and Joan agreed to make 6 dove 

masks.  Jenny confirmed with Gary Hermans that the Knights of Columbus will 

cook breakfast.  The crafts have been ordered.  Kari will lead the Magi Market.  

Set up for that will take place on Saturday, December 11th in the morning.  We’ll 

get a signup out on 11/14 for families and volunteers. Advertising for the event 

will begin that weekend as well. 

 Next Meeting:  November 11, 2021 at 6:30 

  



Faith Formation/Religious Education Update to FYI 

October 18, 2021 – Theresa Williams 
 

 

1.Total students registered: 238 

o Grades 1-6 @ 4:15 46 students 

o Grades 1-6 @ 5:30 78 students  

o Grades 7-10  78 students 

o Confirmation  32 students 

o At Home  4 students (2 families) 

2.There are 31 students for Reconciliation/First Communion (one is a 3rd grader, but the 

parents want her in the 2nd grade class). Another 3rd grader needs RCIA as she has never 

been baptized. There are also 32 Confirmation students for sacraments this year. In 

addition, there are 3 students from last year that went through preparation for the 

sacraments, but never received them. Two are for First Eucharist and the one Confirmation 

student needs a retreat and then is ready for the sacrament. 

3.The first night of class went smoothly. The 15-minute spacing between the first 2 classes is 

short. People were coming in for 5:30 as the 4:15 class was letting out. I think this will get 

better as the weeks pass. The ½ hour gap before the 7-8:00 class was better and will allow 

us to take some tables down earlier. 

4.A few of the younger children wanted to run to their parents, so we will be reinforcing that 

they need to stay on the sidewalk for safety until their parents get them. 

5.The catechist in-service went well. We received a lot of positive input and comments. We 

have POP lanyards to identify any catechists/volunteers that should be in the building. 

6.The parent meeting was well attended. However, quite a few parents were not in 

attendance. They either picked up there packet afterward or it was sent home the first night 

of class. 

7.Registration is complete.  We have received over 88% of total tuition due. Some of what is 

due yet is the 2nd installment. Those who have not paid anything received a reminder on 

September 15. It generated a lot of payments. I will send out another reminder this week 

for those who haven’t made any payment yet. 

8. There is some issue with everyone opening emails through Flocknote. I am not sure 

exactly why - their work servers? mass email? opting out of Flocknote? 

9. My new computer had a few issues. Dave replaced it last Friday and it is working fine so 

far. 

10.  I attended the Pet Blessing. It was a smaller attendance than last year but was very nicely 

done. 

Together in Faith – Nov. 17th 6-7PM 

 Advent 

1. I have selected a book entitled Danny Celebrates Advent to read when the 1-5 

students get into Fellowship Hall. There is a short video on Advent to follow. 



2. I have ordered Color-Your Own Advent Wreath Wheels for the activity they will do 

after the story and video. 

3. See the attached invite for parents. I am thinking of sending this home the 20th or 

27th. Thoughts? Changes? 

  



Youth and Young Adult Ministry report Oct 18th 

Confirmation: 

1. We’ve gained some kids and lost some kids so we’re holding steady at 32 confirmands, 

although 1 of them was just unable to be confirmed last year so she’ll simply be there for the 

retreat and then the sacrament as she’s completed her course work. 

2. The field trip to the Shrine was good. There was a lot of typical 17 yr. old goofing, but there 

were at least a dozen or so kids that I think were really, visibly impacted by the crutches 

and the stories of healings. Additionally, there were about 5 kids that came to me and asked 

questions specifically about the apparitions and the Peshtigo fire story. This is a good, albeit 

rowdy, bunch of kids.  

Young adult Night 

3. The first young adult night saw 6 young adults. I and my wife, Red and Ben and then 

Theresa were also present, and we had a good night. As I’ve shared with the committee 

there were several questions about childcare that came up so our hope is that this second 

event will see more attendees due to the childcare being so graciously handled. 

4. The second young adult night is taking place this Friday, the 22nd, at the Parish center. The 

decision was made to move to the Parish center to create a homier vibe but also give us a 

little bit of leeway regarding the set up and tear down. At this point, we’ve got Childcare 

handled, I still have lots of snacks and beverages, and Kathy and I are heading to the parish 

center so I can get a look on Wednesday, at which time I’ll have a lot of the supplies moved 

over there and the rest on Friday prior to the event. I’ve got a lot of coloring pages and 

crayons for the smaller kids that may show, and there is a tote filled with toys in the 

basement that I will hijack. I’m told there is a DVD player so we can grab a bunch of veggie 

tales etc off the shelf. 

5. Sat the 23rd will see the Pumpkin carving event. At this time, I’ve got Red, Myself, My wife, 

and Mitch for setup and tear down. There shouldn’t be much need for volunteers during the 

event as all the same of us will be present. The goal is to have people carve for right around 

1 hour and 45 mins and then tally the votes in 6 categories, award prizes and bid farewell 

by 3 pm. Cleanup to follow. Families are encouraged to bring their masterpieces home with 

them, but we’ll also be happy to put them out if there is desire to donate them to the church. 

I was able to secure approx. 25 basketball sized pumpkins from Alex VandenLangenberg for 

his cost ($1.50 each) but I can’t give an exact yet because the number I pickup is still up in 

the air. I also was able to get several gallons of Door County’s finest apple cider from my 

friends Jeffrey and Kimberly Wood, of Wood orchard market, for free! I’m picking those up 

on Wednesday or Friday depending on a call from Kimberly. Otherwise, I’m getting a few 

more bags of chips and some carrots/celery and ranch for something a little healthier. 
We’ve got plenty of water. The prizes will be $10 gift cards from Amazon for each of the 6 

categories.  

 

Service project for youth/young adult 

6. I was at the Discipleship intensive course at the Diocese for 3 days last week and one thing 

that was discussed was teaching people how to share the Kerygma, or the basic story of the 

Gospel message. Many times, the message needs to start with the simple act of building 

trust rather than simply proclaiming the good news. After Fr. Ryan pulled me back from the 

ledge and helped me put my thoughts into a more manageable framework Deb and I came 



up with the idea to kill two birds with one stone. Deb has several dozen (maybe more) 

people that are homebound, in nursing homes, etc. that simply need to be shown some basic 

Human love and have a visit. I have several dozen high school students, both in RE as well as 

Confirmation that need to learn how to share some basic Human love. I have not yet fully 

sketched out the plan, but the basic idea is having our young people visit our elderly people. 

Not for chores, but for actual human interaction. Visit them, talk to them, ask questions of 

them. And then, after an hour or 2 or 3 they return and meet with me for say 15 minutes to 

30 minutes and we reflect on the experience 1 on 1. After which, there will be another 

visiting session where they can put into practice what was discussed in the 1 on 1. Service 

hours will be awarded, and they can be either Church or Community as these fit either 

space. My hope would be to grow this into a ministry that connects the young of the parish 

with the elders. 

7. I’m still spending a lot of time in prayer and thought regarding the idea of a targeted 

“mentorship” ministry that would help our most in need groups stay connected to the 

church. Essentially, we have many young children who come for sacraments, and then leave. 

Young adults that come for Marriage, baptism of their child, confirmation, etc. and then 

leave. So, interweaving this ministry of sharing in the Kerygma with those who most need to 

hear that Kerygma is a goal of mine. But I need to put this program into a manageable 

framework, or we’ll quickly wind up with the need for mentors for a few hundred folks 

every year. We train several folks who fit into the various group demographics that we wish 
to target (young people, couples, perhaps young fathers and young mothers not in couple 

format). Then we simply deputize them to reach out to these groups, or I will or a 

combination thereof, and host hospitality events to promote connection between these 

volunteer Mentors/Missionaries and then create those bonds within the community to 

create a space where Jesus can be shared.  

I’m taking feedback, and input on everything and anything even if it has nothing to do with this 

report. 

 

Neil Saindon 
Dir Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
Prince of Peace 
 


