
Family and Youth Initiatives Meeting Minutes 

November 11, 2021  

Members Present: Kari Mathys, Jenny VandenLangenberg, Doug Wichman, Donell 

Bonetti, Joan Huntoon, Amy Rouleau, Theresa Williams, Neil Saindon 

Minutes from the last meeting (10/18/2021) were approved via Flocknote and have 

been posted to the parish website. 

1. RE and Committee Update:  

1. Theresa’s Update- See full document attached separately. Upcoming events are 

Together in Faith on November 17 from 6-7pm and First Reconciliation. POP will 

be leasing a mobile office soon. Theresa and Neil will likely move their offices 

into that space. All is going well for RE at this point.  

2. Neil’s Update- See full document attached separately. Neil explained Share an 

Hour, a program to evangelize into the greater parish community by visiting those 

who are unable to attend church services and events.  

○ Neil is also going to explore starting a mental health program in the parish, 

possibly a  DBSA program (Depression, Bipolar, Suicide, Anxiety). A 

board of 3 people is needed to run the program and handle dues.   

○ POP could also be the host of several young adult events that are 

sponsored by East Green Bay parishes...this idea is similar to St. John 

Pius X who is the host for a multitude of events that are planned by area 

churches; this would allow the Eastside parishes to offer more young adult 

events, but share in the planning workload. 

○  Babysitting will be needed for YA Game Nights and other events for 

parents. We could look into starting a babysitting ministry and pool 

together babysitters for these events and future parish events. 

Provisioning babysitting will greatly help get our younger adults and 

families involved in church events.   

3. Gospel Time Update- We have recruited 2 new leaders and 3 helpers!  

2.  November FYI Committee Spotlight  

● The group talked about the remaining tasks to get ready for our November 

Committee Spotlight on November 13/14 weekend. Committee members will 

speak at each Mass - Doug will take the 4:30, Jenny 8:00, Jenny 10:00 and 

Donell 6:00.   



3. Event Planning: Breakfast in Bethlehem at the Magi Market, December 12. All 

plans are in motion for this event.  The book, “Over in the Stable” will be read and acted 

out by the kids (and possibly some adults) attending that day. Costumes from prior 

years will be used, and Joan will make 6 dove masks.  Jenny confirmed with Gary 

Hermans that the Knights of Columbus will cook breakfast.  The crafts are ordered.  Kari 

will lead the Magi Market.  Set up for that will take place on Saturday, December 11th in 

the morning.  We’ll get a signup out on 11/14 for families and volunteers.  

 

4. Events to Pursue in Jan-March for youth and Families: The committee discussed 

adult and child cooking classes. These are events that have been mostly planned out 

(pre-Covid), but we need to get them reorganized and back on the calendar. The 

cooking classes will take place in the new year, March/April timeframe. We also 

discussed options for a Parents’ Night Out where we provide babysitting at church and 

parents can go to dinner and a speaker at a nearby restaurant. The speaker would talk 

on a topic (parenting, marriage, finances, ect.). Jenny will look at restaurant options like 

The Ravine and The Woods. Neil will contact diocese speakers Max and Julianne to 

see if they could speak at this. We could plan 2 Parents’ Night Out in early February 

and early March, with the speaker doing a part 1 and 2 presentation.  

 Next Meeting:  December 9, 2021 at 6:30 

 

 

Faith Formation/Religious Education Update to FYI 

November 11, 2021 
 

1. Updated registration 11/5/2021. We lost a few and gained a few. Total students 

registered:  

• Grades 1-6 @ 4:15 46 students 

• Grades 1-6 @ 5:30 78 students  

• Grades 7-10  75 students 

• Confirmation  32 students 

• At Home    4 students (2 families)    =   235 Students 

2. Classes have been going smoothly. Working through some gaps that occurred because of 

Covid, a few behavior issues (keeping some students on task), and balancing lessons (some 

needed more material, some needed more active learning). Tracking number of absences 

from Covid to watch for any outbreaks, but so far there are only minimal absences due to 

the virus, but we are staying vigilant. Dismissal has been going much better. 

3. Registration is complete.  We have received over 93% of total tuition due.  

4. Together in Faith - Advent on Nov. 17th 6-7pm 



A. The invites for parents went home with students the last couple weeks. This week 

will be an email reminder through RE Communications in Flocknote. 

B. We will begin in church with prayer, then students in grade 5and under will go to 

the Fellowship Hall. Adults and students in Grade 6 and above will stay in church 

for Deacon Steve Meyer’s talk on Prayerful Patience during Advent. 

C. Students in grades 1-5 will listen to the story Danny Celebrates Advent, watch a 

short video on Advent, and then do the Advent Wreath Wheels. 

D. We will come together for final prayer and dismiss approximately at 7:00pm. 

E. There will be advent bags for each family containing several resources for all age 

groups within that family. 

5. First Reconciliation Parent Meeting & Retreat on Tues., November 23, 5:30-6:30pm 

We will have some time for everyone together to discuss the Sacrament, preparation, and 

day of the Sacrament. Then, we will have some time for the students to do a 

reconciliation activity while we talk to the parents alone. 

6. First Reconciliation on Saturday, December 11, from 10:00am-12:00pm                        

The first hour will be activities to prepare, with Reconciliation starting at 11:00. 

7. Christmas Play Saint Francis Celebrates Christmas Family Event on Wednesday, 

December 15, from 6:00-7:00pm for all families.  

After the play, then the Grade 5 and under students will do a Nativity activity in 

Fellowship Hall and Grade 6 and up will do Nativity trivia in church. This will be 

communicated to all families with the Together in Faith reminder. 

8. I have participated in several webinars lately: 3 Ways Your Youth Ministry Might Fail 

This Year, and What You Can Do About It! by Life Teen and Flocknote, Gabriel, Faith 

Direct, and Discipleship 

9. Office space – Leasing of a mobile office is in the works to allow the bride’s room to be 

utilized again for weddings, choir practice and other meetings. Exactly who will go in it 

is a decision for Deacon Jeff, but most likely Neil and I will be in it. When a date is 

selected, we may need assistance moving (they estimated 2 weeks). 

 

 

Nov Report for FYI Committee (Youth/Young Adult – Neil): 

 

Past event reports 

1. Second YA Game night at Parish Center. Babysitting was crucial to this event being a 

success, which is exactly what I would call the event. We had, I believe, 10 YA show up and 

there were 6 children that Kari graciously cared for from approx. 6 pm to about 9 pm. I am 

very pleased that Fr. Joel (Brother-in-Law of Red) was present and he had a great impact. 

The general break down was 4 parishioners (2 single and one couple with kids), 2 young 

men NOT from the parish (One of them, had just moved to the area and is looking to meet 

new people as he is originally from Hortonville), 2 Non-Catholics (a couple I know from DC), 

and then 2 young ladies that came just to make an appearance (They didn’t stay very long, 

but just wanted to “check it out”). The next game night is scheduled for Dec 10th to 

accommodate the busy Holiday season. No differences in the program are planned.  



2. The Pumpkin carving event was another great success, I think. I didn’t get a head count, but 

we had somewhere near 30 Pumpkins carved, and I would guess approx. 30 to 40 people. 

Folks came in about 10 to 15 minutes after the start and some folks were gone before the 

judging ended but the majority of them stayed for the duration. We awarded 6 $10 gift 

cards purchased from through the SCRIP program and chose 6 winners who are 

immortalized on the Website and the Facebook page, courtesy of Red, who did a 

phenomenal keeping me organized, providing me with man and womanpower, and 

promoting/recording the event. 

Upcoming projects/grants/ministries 

1. Collaboration with the Diocese on Respect life projects. I want to do something here, on site, 

such as the crosses for the aborted, etc. and I also want to get linked in on the Diocesan 

contingent that attends the March for Life. I’ve had some conversations with Dcn Dennis 

about his past experiences and ideas etc. so it sounds like it is as simple as a phone call or 

two on my part to get us connected with whomever is organizing the trip. Funding would 

likely be available for this trip via some grants that I am investigating. 

2. Revitalization of the Mission Trips at POP. Connected to the conversation with Dcn Dennis 

was also the resumption of the Mission trips that had happened in the past. We don’t need 
to go into the benefits of such programs as we’re all well aware of them. That being said, 

there is a group called “SHINE Catholic Missions” that Dcn Dennis has worked with and he 

mentioned that Dcn Bernie at St. Bernard and Jessica Phillips in Denmark have also been big 

fans of them. Currently, there are 3 possible trips for summer of 2022. The costs are shaking 

out to roughly $400 per person to attend and that covers everything (food, programming, 

accommodations) except for travel to and from the mission site. So, the participants would 

be responsible for raising that money, as well as a TBD amount to hire a bus and put the 

driver of that bus up in a hotel (unless we can arrange some other transport). The difficulty 

is that transport from the lodging to the actual work sites is necessary on a daily basis so it’s 

more than just “getting there.” We would need 1 Chaperone (over 21, with VIRTUS training 

and background check) for every 5 minors on the trip. Those participants 18-20 do not 

count towards that 5 to 1 ratio. Trips are all July and August. I would suggest we keep it as 

far away from the Picnic as possible. Funding would be offset by Grants 

3. Share an hour program: I’m hoping to get this off the ground sometime in the Spring but 

there are a lot of moving parts as I would be involving Diocesan training programs etc. in 

this ministry. They are EXCEEDINGLY eager to help out and I have been casually mentioning 

how large PoP is and also how we can be a great “proving ground” for any initiatives and 

that is, I think, enhancing the appeal of working with me on these programs. I have included 

my project proposal in the fullest form possible at the moment, but I expect better data as 

information trickles in from the Diocese and other parties I’m reaching out to. Funding will 

be offset by Grants 

4. DBSA Affiliate program: Not one of us can claim to have never been impacted by a mental 

health crisis or the effects of someone else suffering from one. Latest research shows that 1 

in 5 people will experience a Mental health Crisis in any given year. The Depression and Bi-

Polar Support Alliance is a peer led organization that operates through local chapters to 

provide both support groups as well as community outreach to raise awareness, etc. I was 

fortunate enough to get certified as a Mental Health First Aid Provider through a Diocesan 

program several weeks ago. I made nice with the facilitators while I was there, and they 

have offered to provide training (costs TBD) ONSITE here at POP if we can get some folks to 



agree to attend. Groups are typically limited to 20 or fewer and generally, are the whole day 

for 1 day. I’ve asked if we can perhaps alter the basic format at all, so we’ll see if there is a 

way to maybe break it up. Additionally, the DBSA recommends a licensed mental health 

professional be associated with a chapter in a consulting capacity and I have 2 possible 

candidates for that role through the diocese. So, the goal would be to get at least 3 people 

certified as MHFA in the adult category, hold a monthly or bi-monthly group session that is 

promoted within the parish through some seminars and campaigns that Red and I would 

spearhead. Additionally, the DBSA assists in funneling people from within the community 

that are seeking help and so this advances the mission of evangelization and helps us 

establish ourselves as a resource within the community. It has also been discussed that a 

“series” of presentations geared at educating people and normalizing discussions 

surrounding mental health would be beneficial. There are innumerable speakers available, 

as well as several resources within the Diocese that can be drawn upon for this kind of 

programming. This is in its very early planning stages so pardon the long explanation and 

lack of details. A major plus is that I can sell this under several different grant headings so 

funding will likely be readily available. 

5. Ongoing Babysitting service needs. As these programs take off, the need for babysitting 

services will only increase. I suggest that we begin the conversation of how we can handle 

this increased need so that we are not scrambling to find babysitters   

6. I would like also to consider beginning a monthly Family event in the format of the Pumpkin 
event. I would like to link it with the seasons, etc. We had such a good turnout that I think it 

would be a shame to forget that piece. 

7. Attached is the Calendar of events I have booked as well. I’ll be looking for volunteers for all 

of them. 

 

 

 


