
Family and Youth Initiatives Meeting Minutes 

March 10, 2022  

Present: Kari Mathys, Jenny VandenLangenberg, Donell Bonetti, Amy Rouleau, Mitch 

Peterson, Neil Saindon, Theresa Williams, Joan Huntoon 

Minutes from the last meeting (2/10/2022) were approved via Flocknote and have 

been posted to the parish website. 

1. Religious Education Updates:  

Theresa’s Update- See full document below There was recently a RE sub committee 

meeting to explore new RE programming for the middle and high school levels. Life 

Teen  and Edge seem to be the front runner so far. On March 15, the sub committee is 

meeting again to further explore. Neil and Theresa are going to a Life Teen conference 

in June for professional development.  

2.  Youth and Young Adult Updates: 

Neil’s Update- See full document below. The next Game Night is March 18.  

3. Committee Events and Ideas:  

● Feed My Starving Children Assistance-April 7-9. Our committee can help with 
registering people for their shifts. It is preferred that those who register take 
multiple shifts, to avoid less training.  

● Easter Egg Hunt- we will postpone this event until Palm Sunday next year. There 
were no dates/times available to do this event this year.   

● Movie Night - June 30th, the movie screen is reserved. We will need to discuss 
how we will choose a movie. We are hoping to have kids and adults vote on the 
double features. Kari will contact the Village of Bellevue office to see what their 
movie choices and dates are so we don’t overlap.  

● Camp Tekawitha - POP Family Retreat- August 27th.  A save the date will be in 
the bulletin next week. Neil, Jenny, and Mitch will begin programming ideas for 
the day.  There will be a small charge to families to attend, with the FYI 
Committee’s budget covering the majority of the $1500 cost.  This cost is based 
off of an estimate that 80 people will attend.  

4.  Rep. from FYI Committee needed to attend a New parish member dinner on March 

19th. Theresa has agreed to attend and share information about our committee and our 

events that we plan. 
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5. RE Parent and Student Survey: In the past, we have given parents and students an 

end of the year survey. We discussed if this was necessary since we might be starting 

new programming anyway. We decided not to give the survey this year.  

 

6. Babysitting Ministry: Donell will start a Google Slide that gives a description for a 

Babysitter Coordinator (this will also double as an ad for the bulletin). This person will 

line up babysitting for church events and decide how they want to organize it and recruit 

the babysitting team. 

 

7. Budget: The committee discussed our yearly budget. Neil will get his own budget to 

use towards Youth and Young Adult activities.  We will also request an additional $1000 

for family events such as the Movie Night and Camp Tekawitha. Jenny will submit the 

budget to Kim in the parish office once completed. 

 

Next Meeting:  April 21, 2022 at 5:30pm (note the earlier time change) 

 

 

  



Faith Formation/Religious Education Report to FYI 
March 10, 2022 

1. Registration for the 2022-2023 year is open through Faith Direct. I sent this out to all 
current families through Flocknote and posted it in the parish bulletin. 

2. The VBS registration is open. We have received 16 registrations as of Monday. 
3. The VBS theme for this summer is Cathletics: Training to Be Champions for Christ. It’s an 

Olympic-themed program where children are inspired to set goals and aim for 
excellence in their Catholic faith. Cathletics focuses on training kids in the Word of God 

with teachings on: The Greatest Commandments, 10 Commandments, Beatitudes, Fruits of the 
Spirit, and Becoming Champions for Christ (Evangelization). The kit has been ordered. When it 
arrives, we will have another meeting to plan the week in more detail. 

4. We have one student left to make First Reconciliation. The other 3 that were not 
present on January 8th have made it. The First Communion Retreat for students and 
parents is April 2 from 8:30-10:30 with their Bread Mass to take place on the weekend 
of April 23-24 at all Masses. 

5. Wednesday, April 27, is the date for a thank you for all catechists, aides, volunteers, and 
Gospel Time leaders. We will be catering into the Fellowship Hall. Would the FYI Committee 
Members that are not catechists be interested in volunteering to help with this appreciation 
dinner? 

6. We are looking at both curriculum and calendar for next year. If we move to 
Edge/LifeTeen for middle and high school, we will need a strong core team that is willing 

to be engaged with a new program. It offers many of the features we are looking for in a 
program, although it is probably the most expensive. There are less expensive programs out 
there, we need to find the one that is right for us, our students and our catechists. 

7. Upcoming events: 
Apr. 2 First Communion Retreat 
Apr. 6 Living Stations of the Cross 
Apr. 7 - 9 FMSC 
Apr. 13 Seder Meal at all 3 class times 
Apr. 24 Bread Mass for all 2nd Graders (all Masses) 
Apr. 27 Appreciation Dinner for Catechists, Aides, Gospel Time, and Volunteers 
May 1 First Communion Mass at 1:00PM 
June 12-15 Catholic Youth Ministry Convention (Theresa & Neil) 
July 25 VBS week begins “Cathletics: Training to be Champions for Christ” 

  



Y and YA report March 10th 
 

1. Game Night in February was a smash! We had over 20 attendees (Which fills that little living 
room!) and it went so well that I enlisted the help of Rocky Cohen (Who was our Trivia Master) 
to handle March’s night as well. She’s and I have already gotten things figured out for Family 
Feud. I think she is a huge resource, and we should tap into that often. I also wanted to mention 
that we had return attendees and they brought friends, which means there is recognition of a 
good time and desire to share it with others. Which is EXACTLY the purpose. 

2. March’s Game night has 21 RSVP’s but none with Kids. At this point, it seems like babysitting 
won’t be needed (Indeed it wasn’t needed at the last 2 game nights) however, in conversation 
with some potential attendees I hear that our offering Childcare is “amazing” so they may be 
planning to come even though they have not RSVP’d that they need childcare. 

3. Babysitting ministry: We have exactly 0 traction with the other committees on this point. I have 
seen it on agendas and in minutes, but nothing has come of it as yet. So, I would like to meet 
with whomever to hash out a “job description” of sorts that we can post and begin to officially 
spread the word. I also will be asking Dcn Jeff to include it in his weekly address, and during 
announcements. We can also add something to the Bulletin. 

4. Young Women’s Faith Formation Group will begin meeting in May, they have chosen to do 
studies through “Blessed is she” and we have a promotion plan that we began to put together 
so I will be getting Red’s input on how and where to effectively promote it. 

5. I’m going to approach Kody Hansen on Wednesday as he should be returned from vacation to 
cochair the young Men’s group and hopefully we can settle a program etc. and get up and 
running in the same timeframe. 

6. I have had several meetings with Barb Rueckl about her efforts with the Alpha program. She 
wants to get more Young Adults and even youth involved. Through these meetings we’ve landed 
on 2 major projects for the Alpha Committee. 1. Evangelization: get the word OUTSIDE of the 
Parish Walls. 2. Next Steps: Alpha is a pre-evangelization tool and while it goes a long way to 
intellectually generating an “openness” to actual evangelization it doesn’t answer the simple 
question “Why Catholic and not just Christian?” So, step 2 will be actual neophyte training in the 
Catholic Faith so that we don’t just create more members for the non-denom churches in the 
area. On March 29th I am presenting our findings, my plan, and 2 potential programs at the 
Alpha Committee meeting for consideration as “step 2.” 

7. Finally, I’ve written up a proposal, that was provisionally approved by Dcn Jeff and the Diocese, 
for a Theology Q and A project for both the Parish and RE so that we can create a culture of 
“Holy Curiosity” around the teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church. I am attaching that 
program to this report. If anyone has ANY feedback I would LOVE IT and I also need some kind of 
name for this so feel free to shoot me any ideas for what to call it once you’ve read it over. 
 
Neil Saindon 
Dir. Youth and Young Adult Ministries 


