
MINUTES 

HELPING HANDS MINISTRY 

DECEMBER 13, 2021 

 

In Attendance:  Mary Eckert, Carol Herman, Mary Kollross, Dawn Konop, Emily Koslowski, 

Lori Lessmiller, Mike Martin, Sue Matheson, Emily Myrda, Rose Ronsman, Bernie and Karen 

Skaletski, and Jo Ann Vandenbush 

 

Welcome New Members - Since October, when we were spotlighted for the month, we have 

added 10 new members.  Welcome everyone.   

 

Calendar, Membership Listing - The calendar and membership listing has been updated adding 

the Red Cross Blood Drive dates and new members. 

 

Committee Reports with Year-end Wrapup 

 

Advent by Candlelight - Great comments; opening reflection, food, music, speaker.   

Sara will brief us at the January meeting.  Recommendation was made to video tape the 

event. 

 

  Garden of Goodness Wrapup, 2022 Garden 

The 2021 garden produced approximately 400 lbs., close to the same amount of produce 

as in past years.  While Parish Council turned down our expansion request, Bernie 

Skaletski will take over the garden project making the necessary repairs and cultivate.  

Beds will be changed from several raised beds to two large raised beds.  Based on results 

of the 2022 garden and further study of the building expansion, Parish Council will 

would consider reviewing again our request. 

  

  Giving Tree       

Approximately 750 tags were on our tree.  Besides the outpouring of gifts and gift cards, 

we received two $100 cash donations.  As committee members receive thank you notes, 

forward them to Mary Kollross who will put together a thank you for the bulletin.  

  

  Thanksgiving Food Drive  

This collection continues to be amazing and Paul’s Pantry is always thankful for all we 

do.    

   

  Sewing Circle       

Mary Kollross will send out an email to Sewing Circle members to advise them that Barb 

Delforge and Lori Lessmiller will be in contact with and Sister Maria to determine what 

her greatest needs are and then work with Dcn. Nick Williams on shipping.  Right now, 

they are thinking dresses and shorts might be the bigger need.  Once we know of her 

needs, we may have a pillowcase and shorts drive, possibly during Lent.   We've heard 

that items are being trucked to the ports in Mississippi in barrels for shipping to avoid 

customs issues.  Hopefully, we can work with everyone to help "clothe the children" and 



carry on Dolly Martin's work.  Mary will also send Barb and Lori the most recent Sewing 

Circle Membership. 

 

Blood Drive  

The following is a recap of the statistics from our 5 very successful 2021 drives: 

177 Whole Blood, 56 Power Red, Total number units collected 233.  Total number of 

lives impacted was 699!!!! 

      

The drives have been going very smoothly and almost all donor slots are filled every 

time.  We have a robust Power Red donor base.  The Red Cross loves our people and our 

location and our donors keep coming back! 

 

Lori Lessmiller, Carol Herman and Karen Skaletski have agreed to work the March 29 

and May 31 drives.   

 

Our next meeting will be January 10, 2022. 

  

Thank you everyone and Merry Christmas. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Mary Kollross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

  

 

 
 
 
 
   

 


