
Minutes from Parish Council meeting of Thursday, July 22, 2021 

 

Present:  Donell Bonetti, Chairperson (Family and Youth Initiatives); Deacon Jeff Pritchett, 

Pastoral Leader; Gene Hoelter, Secretary/Trustee; Deb Bos (Community Life); Jenny 

VandenLangenberg (Family and Youth Initiatives); Sara Shefchik, Vice Chairman (Justice and 

Human Concerns); Jennifer Mahoney (Member-at-Large); and, Barbara Rueckl, Recording 

Secretary (Worship). 
 

Absent: Phyllis John (Welcoming); and, Emily Myrda (Justice and Human Concerns).  
 

Guest(s):  Rachel “Red” Sember, Communications Coordinator 
 

Opening Prayer:  Barbara Rueckl 
 

I. Welcome:  Gene Hoelter, Secretary/Trustee and Jennifer Mahoney, Member-at-large 
 

II. Communication update with Flocknote rollout plan 
 

Rachel “Red”, is beginning training on the Flocknotes program. Anyone interested in learning the 

program will be contacted for a one-on-one sessions. 
 

Currently, Red is renovating the parish website for ease-of-use.  Coordination between the 

committees, the office staff and the Parish Council members is paramount to the on-going changes 

that will take place.  If any member has suggestions, please contact Red at web@popgb.org. 
 

Within the next two months, a television will be mounted above the fireplace in the Gathering 

space.  Items of interest, events and current “spotlight” committee information will be featured 

daily.     
 

III. Membership on Parish Council/Finance Council and term limits, and, Parish Council  

  Recording Secretary 
 

Discussion:  Sara Shefchik and Deacon Jeff are reviewing the Constitution for the Prince of Peace 

Parish.  Nomenclature (i.e. Pastoral Leader, Pastor, Priest, Administrator) is begin revised to 

reflect the current positions.  Sara gave an explanation of term limits, eligibility of members to the 

councils and elected and appointed positions. 
 

Decision:  Gene Hoelter has experience in this matter and has volunteered to pursue the subject 

further and report to the Council.  A revised spreadsheet will be presented at an up-coming 

meeting.   This will clarify any questions of current and future members.  At that time the newly 

elected Secretary/Trustee will sign the document (as required by the Diocese). 
 

Barbara Rueckl has volunteered to fill the position of Recording Secretary for the Parish Council. 
 

IV. Review of Constitution (see Number III) 
 

V.  2021 Advent theme: “Prayerful Patience” 
 

Discussion: Just a reminder…the theme suggestions for Advent were presented to the Parish 

Council.  Suggestions were given to the various committees to choose.  First place will be carried 

through the liturgical year. Very good response to the theme.  Suggestions:  1.)  Carry it out 

throughout every liturgical season of the current year.  2.)  Ask guest speakers to include the 

current theme in their addresses. (Father Kevin Schneider is guest speaker in Lent 2022.)  3.) 
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Could we use the runner-up theme for 2022-2023?  That would give Discipleship the opportunity 

to do long-range planning.  Chances of securing our key speakers will be much greater. 
 

Decision(s):  The Discipleship Committee will continue to provide theme suggestions to the 

various committees for selection.  Parish Council will tally the votes and agree on the theme.  The 

committees will then implement the theme in their events. 
 

VI. Sunday, 6:00 P.M. Mass – personnel going forward 
 

Report:  Sunday evening Mass was well received.  The comments were favorable.  It will be 

continued on a 3-month trial basis.  The band and choir were well received also.  We had visitors 

from St. Bernard’s parish (home parish of the band and choir).  Deacon Jeff spoke with caution.  

We must remember the Mass is the celebration of Jesus.  The surroundings are a part of that 

celebration…not the focal point.  Because we already have three weekend Masses we must watch 

for “burnout” by adding a fourth. 
 

Discussion:  The parish is working to obtain volunteers to fill the positions needed for the 

celebration of Mass.  Doug Wichman is coordinating with his Confirmation candidates and the 

office.  Anyone interested in helping should contact the office.  When we hire a Religious 

Education Coordinator, she/he will work with the various committees to fill these positions.  The 

members were pleased with the responses they received. 
 

 

VII. Updates:  New build; and, Director Religious Education 
 

Report:  Three dates have been proposed for a meeting with the potential architect.  One date will 

be chosen.  We are encouraged to bring questions, suggestions, “wishes” and general comments of 

the members at that time.  Deacon Jeff will keep us informed. 
 

Report:  Deacon Jeff has received a resume from a Deaconate candidate for the Director of 

Religious Education.    He is familiar with the candidate.  We will get a report at the next meeting. 
 

VIII. Miscellaneous agenda items 
 

Barbara Rueckl resigned her position as Alpha leader.   

 

From the responses of the Christmas music sing-along and Christmas music, the council 

recommended that the Worship committee to continue this practice.  They also suggested thinking 

about a Christmas concert after each Mass.  Barbara Rueckl will bring this information to them. 
 

Next meeting is Thursday, August 26, 2021 at 6:30 P.M. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:12 P.M. 
 

Barbara K. Rueckl 

 

 

 

  


